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NEWS AND VIEWS

Geoff Gartshore (Editor) at
geoff.gartshore@gmail.com

Coming Events

1. Next COPA 26 Meeting: Tuesday

September 14, 2021. Details to
follow. Stay Tuned!

2. The Pilot Decision Making (PDM)

Workshop is a monthly video-
based meeting of pilots to
discuss pilot decision making (air
and ground). Pilots of all
experience levels and ratings are
welcome. Meetings are on
Zoom, the first Wednesday of
each month, at 7 pm. To join,
send an email to
cykf.pilotworkshop@gmail.com.
Next meeting is October 6, 2021.

In this Issue!

VFR Brainteaser
Coming Speakers
Banner Towing

Members' Corner - Sarnia Airport
Fly-In - August 2021

Flights of Adventure - Beechcraft
Model 18 on Floats
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Welcome!

»

VFR Brainteaser - Here is Your Scenario

(By Warren Cresswell}

[

‘Mandatory Frequency Procedures at CYKF”

It is a beautiful day for taking a flight out of CYKF and
returning back to home base later. You plan to fly under VFR
rules over to Goderich for lunch and return by mid-afternoon
to Waterloo. In your preflight briefing you did check NOTAMS
and did notice that ATC services may be unavailable at
Waterloo due to staff shortages — something that has
become a not unheard-of possibility in these COVID times.
But you don’t give it much thought and file your flight plan
via Foreflight or Garmin Pilot without talking with a NAV
Canada briefer.

You fire up your bird and dial in the ATIS frequency and hear
this: “due to staff shortage ATC services are unavailable and
mandatory frequency rules are in effect.” You are so used to
listening to the ATIS, getting your required information and
then obtaining sequential clearances from Ground and Tower
Control that you now have to stop and think about all the
things you must do to still accomplish your flight without the
assistance of ATC at CYKF.

1.Who are you going to call for information which you
normally receive from the ATIS broadcast?

2.How will you get your altimeter setting? Winds? Ceiling?

Runway in use? How will you determine current winds and
active runway in use?
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Coming Speakers

September - Robert Kostecka
(Vintage Wings of Canada -
VWC). Flying and History of
the VWC Fairey Swordfish.

October - Martin Keenan
Aviation Historian. Lockheed
YFO12 and A-12.

November - Robert Kostecka
(Transport Canada)
Certification of the Airbus
A380 in Canada.

Contact Gord Millar
(gordon.millar@gmail.com) if
you have a speaker contact or
are interested in being a
speaker for a future meeting.
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3.What are the geographic limits of the CYKF MF area and
where can you find them?

4.Who will be responsible for traffic avoidance in the MF
area?

5.What are your responsibilities under the Mandatory
Frequency Rules for taxi and departure?

6.What should you think about for the return flight? How
will you enter the MF area upon your return to CYKF? How
will you join the circuit? What will you need to do once back
on the ground?

7.This flight will take place during daylight hours, but what
happens if you have to arrive at night when there is no
Tower or Ground Control?

&

Note: The following content is based on MF Procedures
specifically as they pertain to CYKF. MF procedures at some
other aerodromes may differ depending on availability of
aerodrome advisory services.

Brainteaser Answer

Answers:

1.When the Tower at CYKF is closed, there will be an AWOS
on 125.1 (same as the usual ATIS frequency) but this
provides only some weather information and does not
provide other important information that ATC usually makes
available via the ATIS broadcast during normal Tower
operating hours. You will not receive information about the
indicated IFR approach, the active runway, and NOTAMS,
vehicular traffic on the maneuvering surfaces of the airport
or traffic in the area. Even the AWOS weather data are not
deemed by Transport Canada to be a substitute for an
official weather METAR. Additionally, there is no FSS on the
field and no RCO that links the pilot to a remotely located
FSS. Finally, there is no UNICOM operator. The bottom line
is that, when the Tower is closed at CYKF, there is no
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aerodrome advisory service (“AAS”) available. As will be shown below, this will have some bearing
on best procedures to follow for certain phases of your planned flight from and returning to CYKF.

2. While the Tower is closed, the weather sequence reports at CYKF continue from the automated
source on a 24H basis, so they will continue to appear on the METAR weather from Foreflight or
Garmin Pilot and also will be available from NAV Canada, either by telephone or on their website.
As noted above, at CYKF the AWOS broadcasts weather information when the Tower is closed.
During the normal Tower operating hours, you may hear a broadcast which indicates that the
Tower is closed, and MF procedures are in force, followed by the AWQOS broadcast which is
continuously updated as the time and sensor information feeding the AWOS system changes. So,
you can get your altimeter setting, winds, ceiling etc. from the AWOS. If all else fails, to get an
approximate altimeter setting, use your altimeter and dial in the field elevation for CYKF. To
determine runway in use, refer to the wind information in any of the sources cited above, look for
the windsock and, of course, listen on the MF frequency of 126.0 to hear which runway pilots are
using.

3. The Mandatory Frequency area for CYKF is centered on the airport and extends out in all
directions for 5 nautical miles and is capped at 4,000’ ASL. Since the elevation of the airport is
1054’ ASL, this means that the top of the MF area is
just under 3,000 feet above ground (actually 2,946’).
You will find these dimensions specified in the CYKF
pages of the Canada Flight Supplement in the
COMM section. At CYKF it happens that these
dimensions correspond to the dimensions of the
control zone. Normally, the MF area is a circle with a
5 nm radius capped at 3,000 feet above aerodrome
elevation. At CYKF it happens that these dimensions
correspond to the dimensions of the control zone
which is operational when ATS is being provided.

Banner Towing Service at KW!

Logan Orosz at FliteLine (KW
Airport) has started a banner
towing company and can supply a
good addition for advertising for a
company or social/personal event.

4. You, as PIC, are responsible for traffic avoidance,
both on the ground and when airborne and
operating in the MF area. The MF area includes the
maneuvering surfaces at the airport (taxiways and
runways) and, when airborne, in the defined MF
area noted in # 3 immediately above. In the CYKF
MF area the aircraft shall have a functioning radio

He can also provide special
messages (you missed a birthday
or anniversary, or need spousal
OK to buy a plane....). Logan’s
contact information is:

capable of two-way communication and the pilot
must listen to and broadcast on the published
Mandatory Frequency. (There are some MF areas
where NORDO or RONLY aircraft may operate if prior
arrangements have been made with FSS but there is
no FSS at CYKF and no RCO either, so it is not
possible to make such prior arrangements for
operating in the CYKF MF area and also no way to
communicate information relating to such prior
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Logan Orosz
226-975-1696
logan@fliteline.ca
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arrangements to other radio-equipped aircraft.) Since there is no ATC service being provided all
your broadcasts will be to “Waterloo Traffic.” You can confirm this from the COMM section of the
CFS which states: “tfc 126.0.”

5. Prior to taxi, you must listen on the MF frequency 126.0 and determine there will be no conflicts
with your taxi plan. On the MF state your intentions to taxi for your desired runway. Indicate
what apron you are coming out of, and what taxiways you will utilize to get to the runway. If there
appears to be a conflict or one materializes while you are taxiing, slow down or stop,
communicate with the other traffic (who shall also be monitoring the MF while on maneuvering
areas of the airport) and work the conflict out. Of course, under MF procedures you have no
requirement to hold short of any crossing runways on the way to your departure runway, but it is
good airmanship to pause and look for crossing traffic before crossing any runway whether active
or not. It is also good airmanship to broadcast that you are about to taxi across that runway.
While on the ground do not make your broadcasts on 121.8 - the usual ground frequency at CYKF.
Instead, all pilots operating on the maneuvering areas of the airport must be monitoring and
broadcasting on the designated MF frequency of 126.0.

Now you reach the hold-short point for your departure runway and you are #1 to depart. You must
first determine that no traffic conflict from landing traffic exists before you enter the active runway
and take position for departure. Listen on the MF frequency 126.0 and have a good look for arriving
traffic. If you have traffic capability on your panel that could be referred to also.

Prior to entering the runway broadcast your departure intentions on the MF frequency. State how
you intend to depart the traffic pattern, what your direction of flight will be and what altitude you
will be climbing to initially. Remind yourself prior to takeoff that best practice for climb-out is
maintain runway heading until after departing the traffic pattern (whether horizontally or vertically)
and that you will maintain a listening watch on the MF frequency of 126.0. So, before your turn to
Goderich — about 40 degrees right when departing Rwy 26 - stay on runway heading until you climb
above circuit altitude or fly beyond the normal distance of the circuit.

With all that done, taxi into position, line up, make your final preparations for takeoff, then pour on
the coal and takeoff, flying runway heading.

Throughout the takeoff sequence and, indeed, until you actually depart from the MF area, maintain a
listening watch on the MF frequency 126.0. Keep an active scan for traffic with your “mark-one
eyeballs” and augment them with any traffic technology you may have on your panel as well as the
situational awareness you have developed by listening to traffic broadcasts of other pilots inside or
about to enter the MF. You must broadcast a report to “Waterloo Traffic” when you are departing the
aerodrome traffic circuit, whether horizontally or vertically. When this required report is made you
may still be in the MF area which, as noted above, goes out five miles and up to 4,000” ASL.

You must continue to maintain a listening watch on the MF frequency 126.0 as you continue to climb

out from CYKF but are still within the geographic limits of the MF area. You are not required to make
a broadcast on 126.0 as you exit the MF area (whether horizontally or vertically). However, if the
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frequency is not overly busy, it is good airmanship to do so as it may give a heads-up to opposite
direction traffic that is inbound to CYKF but still outside the MF area.

It is also not required but a very good idea to continue to monitor the MF frequency at CYKF for a
few additional minutes after exiting the MF area. This is because pilots inbound to CYKF are required
to make broadcasts to “Waterloo Traffic” no less than five minutes before they anticipate entering
the MF area. If you have two radios and want to use one to go to an enroute frequency do so, but it
is suggested to keep the second radio on the Waterloo MF for a little while, listening for any potential
traffic conflicts coming in the opposite direction to which you are flying.

Now, fly on to Goderich and have a nice lunch. If you flew on a VFR flight plan, don’t forget to close it
out with London FIC after you land at CYGD.

6. When it is time to return to Waterloo, prior to launch from Goderich, pause and first give a little
thought to what your requirements will be upon your return to Waterloo, given that the MF
procedures will still be in place.

You can get an updated altimeter setting and weather sequence report (METAR) from any of
Foreflight, Garmin Pilot or NAV Canada. While enroute to CYKF from Goderich you can reach London
Radio on their Flight Information Service Enroute (FISE) frequency of 123.550 for the latest
automated weather report from Waterloo. This information will give the latest altimeter setting in
use there and also winds to give you a heads-up on the likely runway that will be in use upon your
arrival. You may also have an airborne weather capability in your cockpit to pick up latest
information. And, of course, there will be the CYKF AWOS on 125.10 when you get in closer.

While still at least 25 miles out from CYKF, listen up on the MF frequency 126.0 and note what
runway other pilots are using and get a general feel for the traffic in the vicinity of the airport. If you
feel it necessary, quiz any pilots who have just landed or are in the circuit to determine the local
winds and runway in use at Waterloo.

At least five minutes prior to reaching the MF area limit (whose boundary is five miles from the
airport centre and below 4,000" ASL for CYKF) you are required to be listening to the MF frequency
on 126.0 and shall make a broadcast to “Waterloo Traffic” stating your position, altitude, estimated
time of landing and your arrival procedure intentions. This broadcast should include what runway
you intend to land on. The CARS say this initial broadcast five minutes prior to reaching the MF area
boundary shall be made “where circumstances permit,” whatever this means. Presumably, it is up to
the pilot alone to determine when circumstances permit. Best practice is to make the report if you
can five minutes before entering the MF area.

Pilots sometimes miss this required report or, more often, some make this required broadcast too
late and have already entered the MF area before stating their entry and landing intentions. As an
example, let’s say you are flying towards the airport from Goderich at a groundspeed of 120 kts —a
rate of two miles per minute. As the MF area is 5 nm, or 2-1/2 flying minutes at your groundspeed
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and you need to make the report entering the MF 5 minutes prior to entering the MF area (10 nm at
120 kts groundspeed), you shall have to make this broadcast no later than 7-1/2 minutes or 15nm
from the airport. Give yourself a bit of a hedge and get it done by 16nm/ 8 minutes out at this
groundspeed. If your groundspeed is faster than 120 kts, you’ll need to make this initial broadcast
even further out.

Circuit Entry procedure: When MF procedures are in effect at CYKF and when airport advisory
service (information) is not available (as is the case when the CYKF Tower is closed), you have a
decision to make as to how to legally and safely join the circuit. As you will see, these may not be the
same thing. Legally you may join the circuit in any conventional way you wish: straight-in on the
downwind, at a 45-degree cut to join the downwind, straight-in on the base leg, straight-in on final
or an overhead entry from the upwind side to join the mid-downwind leg. Having stated that,
Transport Canada recommends that best practice is to join from the upwind side and come
overhead the field at circuit altitude and join the mid-downwind OR, if the pilot has ascertained
without any doubt that there will be no conflict with other traffic entering the circuit or established
within it, the pilot may join the circuit on the downwind leg.

See Figure 1 below:

Figure 1

an advisory such as Waterloo CYKE VIR traffic should join as depicted below
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TC makes this recommendation [refer to TC AIM RAC 4.5.2 subparagraphs (vi) and (vii)] because they
believe that these two methods to join the circuit at this particular type of MF area (no AAS
available) are the safest under the circumstances. When reading the subparagraphs referenced
above, parsing the words is important. In promoting the two recommended methods in an MF
where there is no AAS, TC uses the words “should” not “shall” and while RAC 4.5.2(vii) outlines TC’s
two recommended methods, with the final sentence in the subparagraph, they

then permit all the other conventional methods too.

In the end it is up to you to decide what is not just legal, but what is safest. And consider that not
following the TC recommendation is kind of like not checking your blind spot when changing lanes in
your car. You won't be pulled over and ticketed for not turning your head to look. However, in the
event of an incident or accident you will likely have to defend yourself and may be found to be at
fault. Your defence will be strongest if you had followed the TC recommended methods.

Per the CFS all runways at CYKF are left-hand, except Rwy 32 which is right-hand. Accordingly, if you
decide upon the overhead circuit joining procedure from the upwind side you will first have to fly to
that upwind side of the traffic pattern. At CYKF the upwind side for each runway is found on this side
of the runway:

Rwy 08 - south side of the runway
Rwy 14 - west side of the runway
Rwy 26 - north side of the runway
Rwy 32 - west side of the runway.

When inbound from Goderich, if you have to overfly the airport to get to the upwind side, cross over
the airport at least 500’ above circuit altitude — more if you want a larger safety cushion from traffic
in the circuit, or perhaps from another aircraft coming to join the circuit from the upwind side who
has not yet fully completed descent to circuit altitude before passing overhead the field for the entry
procedure.

You must also make a broadcast on 126.0 when joining the aerodrome traffic circuit stating your
position in the circuit.

It is mandatory to make another broadcast when establishing on the downwind leg.

It is not mandatory to make a report when turning base, but not a bad thing to do when there is a lot
of traffic and/or there is some question about where other traffic ahead of you is on base or on final
approach.

It is mandatory to make another report when turning onto final approach. And, it is a good idea to
state your distance back from touchdown. This might, for example, persuade a pilot to continue to

hold short of the runway and let you complete your safe landing.

Once you have landed and taxied clear of the active runway, make a broadcast on 126.0 stating that
you have cleared the active runway. Give the runway number you have landed on in your broadcast.
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This helps the others listening on the MF to have a better idea of exactly where you are. It is also
useful when more than one runway may be in use. Now that you are off the active runway, and after
determining the traffic situation on the ground, this is also the time to broadcast what your taxi
intensions are.

Now your task is to continue to listen on the Mandatory Frequency 126.0 and taxi your way to your
parking, taking care to listen for conflicting traffic and see and avoid it enroute to your parking.
Manage any potential traffic conflicts the same way you did when you taxied for departure. Pay
particular attention when landing on Rwy 26 and exiting at Foxtrot or Echo. It is a long way down
Alpha taxiway to any of the aprons and sometimes difficult to see if there is an aircraft taxiing in the
opposite direction for their departure from Rwy 26. Prior to crossing any runway on your taxi route
to parking, pause and look for crossing traffic then broadcast that you are crossing that runway and
continuing with your taxi to your desired ramp.

Once at parking and after shutdown, give yourself a pat on the back for operating in the MF area
correctly and safely. Oh, and if you flew home on a VFR flight plan, don’t forget to close it out.

7. Night VFR Operations in the CYKF MF Area After the Tower Closes: MF procedures at CYKF come
into force every night at CYKF after the Tower closes. Outside the hours of 7:00am — 11:00pm

during Daylight Savings Time (UTC-4) and 8:00am-12:00am during Eastern Standard Time (UTC-5)
there are no Tower or Ground Services nor any ATIS on any day. An AWOS broadcasts
continuously through the night until the Tower opens the following morning. During these
nighttime periods each day, the airport remains open and available for most VFR movements and
the Mandatory Frequency Procedures set out above are in effect. Some restrictions pertaining to
IFR & VFR training on Rwy 08 are in effect for times specified in the CFS but otherwise the airport
functions under MF procedures, with noise abatement procedures in effect. During these times
the airport lighting is managed by an Airport Radio Control of Airport Lighting System (“ARCAL").
The ARCAL system in service at CYKF is “Type K.” Details on how to operate this lighting system
are found in the Canada Flight Supplement General Section.

A Final Thought:

While MF Procedures in force at CYKF is a rare occurrence, except when the Tower is closed at night,
it can happen. The COVID-19 virus can suddenly have an impact on system capability. As well, NAV
Canada adjustments to personnel could also come into play sometime. If or when it does, pilots
should be aware of how the MF procedures at CYKF will affect their flights.

Flight safety when operating under Mandatory Frequency Procedures depends on every pilot
knowing their responsibilities under the MF rules or recommended practices, and consistently
adhering to the specified procedures diligently. Fundamentally, it is the PIC’s responsibility to “see
and avoid” traffic conflicts both on the ground and in the air. And it is the PIC’s responsibility to
communicate with the other pilots active in the MF area in order to take appropriate measures to
avoid traffic conflicts, ensure safety of flight for all participants and avoid incidents or accidents.
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MEMBERS' CORNER - SARNIA AIRPORT
A 2021 FLY-IN

By Geoff Gartshore

On August 14, 2021, about 125 pilots, some from as far away as Sault Ste. Marie, descended on
Sarnia’s Chris Hadfield airport to show support for the beleaguered airport, which has been faced
with a potential sale by the city. (Note: a recent announcement of a 51.9 million federal cash
infusion to improve the capacity of the airport to support Regional air services has been a welcome
announcement.) COPA Flight 7 organized and promoted this event, with leadership provided by
Mark Seibutis.

Council approved $360,000 this year to continue operations at the airport, which lost Air Canada
commercial service in 2020 and saw about an 80% drop in revenue. That revenue drop resulted in
an economic development report recommending the asset be sold. Instead, a working group of
community members was formed to develop ideas to make the airport more financially viable and to
find a replacement air service.

The fly-in was a success, judging by the numbers (at least 125 planes and a total of 900 - 1000 signed
in visitors to the airport). Fortunately, the arrivals were for the most part orderly (with a few
exceptions), and not like the gaggle of planes shown in this humorous photoshop image.
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Astronaut Chris Hadfield, a local native after whom the airport is named, was also on hand with his
father’s Cessna 170, welcoming visitors, posing for photographs, chatting with children, and signing
hundreds of autographs. The author, who also flew in, had a chance to chat with Chris early that
morning before the crowds arrived, and to get a photo with Chris before all the madness began.

Editor Geoff Gartshore with Chris Hadfield

Chris Hadfield with Interested Crowd
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Chris Hadfield’s brother Phil and father Roger were also on hand, flying in Roger’s beautifully
restored 1947 Belgian Stampe. The Air Canada pilot obtained his licence at the Sarnia Airport
decades ago, and his father started what would become Great Lakes Air Service there in the 1960s.

1947 Belgian Stampe owned by Roger Hadfield

A Boeing Stearman made its arrival with smoke on over the airport, and was joined by a Red Waco
on the tarmac.

Boeing Stearman with Smoke On
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Boeing Stearman Being Parked

lconic Waco on the Tarmac
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The crowds steadily grew throughout the day, and enjoyed the hot dogs, chips and drinks that were
available for purchase (lunch was provided free to visiting pilots!).

Other iconic aircraft present and on display at Sarnia included the Noorduyn Norseman Bush plane,
and a beautifully restored (over $1 million invested over 18 years) 1941 Grumman G-44 Widgeon
that was originally owned by legendary singer/songwriter Vaughn Monroe. This aircraft is now
owned by John Shelley out of CYZR and KGLR.

Noorduyn Norseman
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Grumman G-44 Widgeon
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Flight Training and other services available at Sarnia Airport were also profiled in a hangar booth,
providing members of the public with lots of information on the airport and training/sightseeing
opportunities.

F])' ( o Teni A = g > ~ . ~
oat Plane Traini ng E Top Gun Kids Camp

o
Training

© RECREATIONAL ot ticecs

Final Statistics from the Fly-In

At the height of the arrival phase GA aircraft were landing approximately every 30 to 60 seconds!

e There were between 900 and 1000 people in attendance.

125 planes signed in, with a final estimate of 130 aircraft arriving and later departing for this event.

Over half the aircraft had more than one person, resulting in roughly 200 people as fly-in
participants!
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e Participants came from across the Province and beyond. The long-distance winner came from
Venice Beach Florida!

e COPA Flight 7’s outreach program was a success with responses overwhelmingly positive. The
visiting pilots spent their time and money to make a strong statement to the City and Region. In
speaking with Mayor Bradley and his council members it was confirmed by COPA Flight 7 that the
message was received and understood “5 by 5”.

“FLIGHTS OF ADVENTURE -
BEECHCRAFT MODEL 18 ON FLOATS”

By Pat Hanna

As a kid growing up in the 1950s and 1960s, the Beechcraft 18 was a fairly common sight at any
airport. They were the forerunners of the Beech Queen Air and eventually the very successful King
Air. It was a cabin-class tail dragger airplane powered by twin Pratt and Whitney Wasp Junior R-985
radial engines of 450 HP each.

The number nine is a common denominator...900 horsepower, over 9000 built, 9900 |b. MTOW and
carried up to 9 passengers! First flown in 1937, it was just in time to be used in a multitude of roles
during World War 2 and continued serving in various air forces around the globe, including the Royal
Canadian Air Force, until well into the 1980s! The last Beech 18 was built in 1969.

Interestingly, this larger aircraft was designed from the outset for a floatplane conversion! The very
first production model 18 was converted to be operated with floats.

| saw my first Beech 18 on floats during a trip to Red Lake, Ontario for the Norseman Festival in 2001
with my 16-year-old son Gordie. We saw a Beech 18 on display in Ignace, then a couple in Ear Falls
and several more in Red Lake...two with Red Lake Airways and another with Chimo Air. Our room at
the Red Lake Inn Annex was right on the water and every morning at 4:30 AM, Chimo’s Beech 18 led
the parade of bush planes taking off for the outpost camps. The sounds of radial engines at take-off
power at 5:00 AM was invigorating for the soul and motivating for the photographer to get out of
bed! Further along on the trip we saw more Beech 18 aircraft at Kenora, Nestor Falls, Rainy River,
Fort Frances and Sioux Narrows. All told, we saw 12 on that trip.

In 2003, | purchased a DVD about floatplane flying with the Beech 18 of Vancouver Island Air (VIA)
including their one-of-a-kind conversion called the Seawind (sometimes even now, when | am home
alone | will stick it in the DVD player and enjoy cranking the speakers!). Then in July 2006, Ruth and |
took a trip to British Columbia and Vancouver Island. Very graciously, she allowed me one day to
myself and | immediately headed for the Campbell River Seaplane Base to see the Beech 18!

Sept-Oct 2021 Newsletter Page 16




COPA 26 Breslau Flyers Newsletter =4 Sept-Oct 2021

| purchased a ticket for a flight up the coast on the “mail-run” for $129.00. A short time later, VIA
owner and chief pilot, Larry Langford invited me to fly right seat on a Beaver (C-FUVQ) to drop two
loggers off at Jackson Bay, about 50 miles to the north. | thought | had died and was in heaven! The
Inside Passage has breathtaking scenery and on the return flight we spotted a cruise ship in “The
Narrows” passageway. Without a moment’s hesitation, Larry dropped the nose of the Beaver and
we cruised past the Royal Caribbean cruise ship looking UP_at the people waving from the deck! Larry
turns to me with a grin and says “they like that!”. | loved it!

Beautiful Coastal Scenery Between Campbell River and Jackson Bay -
seen from the Beaver
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After we landed back at “The Spit” in Campbell River, Larry said he didn’t think an hour in the Beaver
was very good value for the money | had spent, so he suggested that | stick around and he would get
me on another flight after lunch. Later, as | was standing on the dock just totally enjoying all the
activity, a pilot came over and asked if | would like to go with him over to Desolation Sound on the
mainland to drop off two young men at their yacht. That’s when | realized we were taking a Beech
18 (C-FCSN) ...this day was just getting better!

Beech 18 C-FCSN

I made my way through the sparse cabin and settled in the right seat. The pilot entered the cockpit
through a roof hatch! Within seconds, he had the two R985’s rumbling along at a slow idle and we

pulled away from the dock. Once clear of the bay, he smoothly brought both engines up to take-off
power and started our take-off run.

With 900 horsepower and a large wing area, the floatplane got up onto the step and accelerated
briskly before lifting off the water very gently. The pilot was tweaking the props and throttles as we
climbed out and suddenly all the bellowing and clatter of radial engines completely harmonized as
the props came into sync with each other! It was like an orchestra playing beautiful music!

We found the yacht tucked away in a little bay, landed nearby and dropped off the two lads and then
took off back to Campbell River. We chatted the whole way and | found out that my pilot was
legendary “coast dog” pilot, Peter Killin! When he wasn’t flying up and down the coast in a variety of
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floatplanes, he was fighting forest fires flying the incredible Martin Mars water bomber! Wow! Peter
made a perfect landing on the rough water and as we coasted up to the dock, he killed both engines
and then disappeared up through the roof hatch, walked down the wing and jumped onto the back
of the left float to secure the plane to the dock.

“(Note: The Seawind started life as a Beech 18 and before it was acquired by Vancouver
Island Air in 1991, it had been used in a variety of operations including drug running in Florida
and skydiving in California.

Larry Langford and Dave Nilson decided to convert the airplane to increase the gross weight
and improve its efficiency, based on modifications done to other Beech 18’s known as the
Tradewind by Hamilton Aviation in Tucson, AZ. Nilson removed the stubby nose and replaced
it with an elongated nose that carried an additional 330 pounds of cargo and a 67-gallon
auxiliary fuel tank. It also improved airflow over the wing.

Next was the tail and a decision was made to replace the trademark twin fins with a single
tail fin and rudder. The cabin was modified to carry 12 passengers compared to 9 passengers
in the standard Beech 18. When it entered service in 1993, the new Seawind boasted a higher
gross weight, faster speed and higher efficiency than the standard Beech 18.

Langford had hoped to convert many more aircraft to Seawinds, but Transport Canada
changed the CARs restricting the Beech 18 and other conversions to 9 passengers - hence the
Seawind was the only example built. It met a sad end in April 2007 when it experienced an
engine failure and crashed just after take-off from Jackson Bay. Fortunately, pilot Larry
Langford and the 6 passengers escaped from the aircraft before it sank 45 seconds later. It
was never recovered as it is too deep to safely recover”.)”

As | slowly and reluctantly left the cockpit and moved through the cabin to the rear door, | was met
by another pilot, who exclaimed “There you are! Come with me!” | shook hands with Peter Killin and
followed the other pilot into the cockpit of...the Seawind (C-GVIB)! Could this day get any better?
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Seawind Beech 18 Conversion - Only One of Its Kind!
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Beech 18 Seating
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Back to 2006...pilot Richard Von Fintal (another “Coast Dog”) fired up the twin R985 engines on the
Seawind and started to taxi, completing the engine run-ups as we taxied.. As we prepared to take-off
for Kingcome Inlet, Richard tried to call dispatch to announce our departure time, but after several
vain attempts, he turned and headed back to the dock. He could not take-off and fly over 80 miles to
our destination without any radios. Unfortunately, there was no time for maintenance to have a look
at the problem, so we had to fuel another Beech 18 (C-FGNR) and we took off half an hour behind
schedule. That was it for the Seawind...oh well! (Ironically, when we later landed, the Seawind was
taking off again...it had been a loose wire under the panel!)

We landed at Hardwicke Island to drop off a crew of lumberjacks and as one guy stepped off the
float, he dropped his cell phone in the water! He muttered some phrases that don’t bear repeating,
then smiled and said to us “Well, | guess | don’t have to talk to the wife for a whole month!” and
walked away!

In the air once again, the Beech 18 purred along over some incredible scenery, weaving between the
mountains, islands and fjords until we approached Kingcome Inlet. Kingcome is a tiny village on the
banks of the winding inlet and | was very curious how Richard was going to land. He overflew the
landing area, then commenced a very tight circling pattern up against a mountain, making a curving
landing on the inlet...with ease! We taxied up to a dock and a single passenger boarded and
proceeded to chew Richard’s ear off for being half an hour late! She had a doctor’s appointment
down in Campbell River.

Approaching Kingcome Inlet in the Beech 18
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At this point | did something that | didn’t think was possible! There had been another older lady on
board (she had paid the same as | had for the “mail-run” ticket) and | found out that she was a
missionary lady home on furlough and she had always wanted to fly on a floatplane. | offered her my
right seat in the cockpit and she was absolutely thrilled to ride up front. | took my place back in the
cabin beside the angry lady. It took me 45 minutes but she actually smiled at me as we were landing
back in Campbell River! The lady up front was flushed with the excitement of the adventure and |
was about the same! Richard had a pretty happy passenger manifest that day!

Back to the take-off from Kingcome Inlet...it was amazing! He started the run with a left turn around
a bend as we were getting up on the step, then a right turn with the left float in the air before
becoming airborne. Richard said flying the Beech 18 was quite satisfying as it was very stable with
that big wing and had lots of power, yet it was very agile and easy to maneuver in tight situations.
Typical of Beech aircraft, it was ruggedly built and able to take a lot of wear and tear with various
cargo load configurations or as a passenger hauler. It was a favourite of pilots to fly, although very
few of the 85 Beech 18’s in Canada flew on the west coast. Most were based in northern Ontario
and the mid-west.

Owner Larry Langford told me that the twin-Beech was very affordable to purchase and economical
to fly compared to the new turbine-powered Otter conversions. The Beech 18 aircraft offered better
value to his operation because they carried a good useful load, cruised at 150 miles per hour and
were easy to maintain. He was also a radial engine aficionado and at one point owned a Harvard!
Dave Nilson operated his full-service maintenance facility right next to Vancouver Island Air, keeping
Larry’s fleet of twins in the air. However, times have changed and Langford finally gave the Beech 18’s
up in favour of a pair of turbine-Otters which continue to operate from the same base where
Langford started Vancouver Island Air way back in 1985.

It was with great reluctance that | turned away from the dock and headed back to Qualicum Beach
where we were staying. It was an amazing day and | flew a total of 3.6 hours that day on vintage
floatplanes...on Flights of Adventure!

Happy Co-Pilot Pat Hanna!
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HAVE A GREAT AND
SAFE LATE SUMMER AND FALL FLYING!
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