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WELCOME! 
Well we’re at the back end of summer and closing in on 
hopefully a beautiful fall.   Hopefully you can get out on some 
flights to enjoy some new places, fall colours,  crisp cool air, 
and nice visibility.     

We’d love to hear about your flight (s) - just send in your 
story and some crisp photos and we can craft an article from 
it for your review before it goes to print.    

Fly-Outs and Aviation Events! 

Here are more coming events on the horizon - hope to see 
some of you there!    

We will post any additional fly-ins as we are made aware of 
them - these typically come via our Captain Gord Millar who 
stays on top of these things! 

Tiger Boys Open House (September 18-20, 2026).  Come on 
out to see vintage aircraft (static and flying), check out the 
hangar museum and enjoy refreshments! 

Fall Colours Fly-In (Saturday Sept 26, 2026).  Hosted at the 
Stanhope Municipal Airport (CND4) in Algonquin Highlands.  
Pilots fly in to enjoy the autumn foliage, antique cars, and 
model aircraft displays.  

 Sept-Oct 2026 Newsletter Page 1

Geoff Gartshore  (Editor) at 
geoff.gartshore@gmail.com 

Items to Note! 

1. Next COPA 26 Meeting is 
Tuesday Oct 13, 2026.  

2. The next Pilot Decision Making 
(PDM) Zoom Workshop is 
Wednesday Oct 2, 2026.  To join, 
send an email to 
cykf.pilotworkshop@gmail.com.  

In this Issue! 

• Welcome! 

• Fly-Outs and Aviation Events! 

• Gadget Corner  

• Flying to Gatineau/Ottawa for 
Golf and Museums! 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

mailto:geoff.gartshore@gmail.com
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GADGET CORNER  

(Editor):  Recently saw this in my copy of Canadian Aviator.     Hopefully you’ll find it illuminating…. 
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Our Flight to Gatineau/Ottawa for Golf and Museums! 
My oldest son David, who is a high school Physics and Math Teacher at Elmira, loves to golf - and he 
had never been up for a flight in the Zenith. 

So on August 9-11, 2023, we set out on a 3 day flight adventure to Gatineau and Ottawa for some 
great aerial scenery, golf, museums, and father-son bonding….. 

Of course, our Zenith looked like a toy plane behind my 6’ 4” son - somehow he managed to stuff 
himself in.  But no room for his golf clubs!  
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Father and Son on the day of departure.
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This type of trip had been on my radar for years - and the weather forecast for the trip appeared 
promising….(but more on that later…). 

Here are the highlights from the trip, including some preparation advice,  as well as some 
suggestions on the approach and departure.   

Preparation 

The flight into and out of the Ottawa/Gatineau area is not at all difficult, but does require some 
advance thought,  planning and execution. 

We chose to fly in two legs, as shown below.   Leg 1 was from KW (CYKF) to Lindsay (CNF4), for a 
quick fuel top up and rest break.  Leg 2 completed the journey from Lindsay to Gatineau. 
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Our Track Log - KW to Lindsay Track Log - Lindsay to Gatineau 
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Flight/Air times for each leg were as follows: 

KW to Lindsay (CNF4) - Flight Time 1.3 hr.  Air Time 1.0 hr 

Lindsay to Gatineau (CYND) - Flight Time 1.7 hr.  Air Time 1.3 hr. 

The stretch between Lindsay and Ottawa is largely wilderness - very scenic, but totally lacking in 
emergency landing sites if things go south.  You can plan your route to be closer to to smaller 
airstrips but these are limited and scattered at best in that section.    

Gatineau (CYND) is an MF airport, so of course those procedures apply for arrival and departure. 

Ottawa International Airport (CYOW) can be a busy airspace area, so it is important to review the 
airspace information, CFS, and other sources to get a good picture of the procedures for the area.  In 
addition, there are a number of restricted areas (No Fly) associated with the Parliament Buildings 
and Prime Minister’s residence that are clearly marked on the VFR chart.  These must be avoided 
(more on THAT later…). 

So it is important to review all available information, including the CFS, in preparation for this trip. 
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Checking out a cool helicopter at Lindsay
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Approach 

Careful planning made our approach stress-free and uncomplicated.    Having the airport information 
page handy on your EFB as well as any preparation notes (see scratchpad below) is helpful.  Talking 
with Ottawa Terminal is advised, so that they have a heads up of your approach and can give you 
helpful traffic information if their workload permits.  This occurred in our case, and we were thankful 
for the help.  Your approach will bring you along the Ottawa River, past the restricted areas and 
Rockcliffe Airport, before turning northeast to Gatineau Airport. 
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Our foreflight scratchpad for the planned 
approach to Gatineau - this worked well!
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Review the CFS Information carefully

Note that Gatineau is an MF Airport, with specific 
procedures for arrival.
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The airport staff at Gatineau were friendly and accommodating.  Tie down/parking fees in 2023 were 
about $20.00 per day, fuel prices were competitive, and there is a nice dining area at the terminal.   

Uber is available in Gatineau and Ottawa, and we had no trouble getting our ride to the rental agency 
where we picked up our rental car for the 3 day visit, and then on to our hotel in Gatineau.  The hotel 
was conveniently located next to a large mall and restaurant area, and was also within a reasonable 
driving distance for our golf and museum adventures (no more than 25 min).   

Enjoying Dining, Golf and Museums! 

Quebec has some fine dining.    After settling in at our hotel, we sampled the food court across the 
street for lunch, and then a “Brasserie” that night for dinner. 
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On Thursday, August 10,  we played a round of golf at a public club (tee off was about 0710 I recall).    
This is when the weather took a nasty turn.   Dark billowing clouds were developing during the 17th 
hole, , we could hear thunder escalating, and just had time to complete the 18th and run to the 
rental car when the heavens let loose.   

This turned out to be a 1:100 year storm that hit Ottawa with torrential rain, hail, and flooding 
(August 10, 2023).   The visibility was so poor we had to pull over in our car.  All I could think of was:   
Is this also happening at Gatineau Airport?    We had tied down each wing but is the aircraft still 
secure?  Will we find the aircraft pummelled by hail?    Keep reading to find out…… 
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Note the Ominous sky in background…

Rain and hail so intense - had to pull our car over!
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This horrific storm battered Ottawa for over 1 hour on Thursday August 10, starting just after 11 am 
(when we just got off the golf course), until 1200 pm,  dumping huge amounts of rain and large hail, 
with high winds.   Many streets and buildings were flooded.  We were very thankful to have been 
under cover during this event, and that we weren’t flying at the time!     

After a bit of a rest back at our hotel, we booked our museum tickets online (Canadian Aviation and 
Space Museum, and the Natural History Museum).    

That Thursday afternoon, after the storm, we drove to the Aviation and Space Museum at Ottawa 
Rockcliffe Airport and spent an enjoyable 4 hours.  It is a massive complex with an amazing array of 
exhibits, and should be on every aviation enthusiast’s bucket list. 

The photo collection below provides just a small sampling of what you can see there! 
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Inside the massive museum complex

Fox Moth on floats
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Salvaged remnant from an original Avro Arrow

The venerable Beaver!
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Two Famous WW2 Aircraft - the Lancaster bomber and Spitfire!
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We finished off our sightseeing with a tour of the Natural History museum on Friday August 11, 
followed by a driving tour of the Parliament buildings area, and topped off with authentic Quebec 
Cuisine - St. Hubert BBQ chicken…… 
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Natural History Museum
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Alas it was finally time to head home.    In the afternoon of Friday August 11 we dropped off our 
rental car and enjoyed a nice Uber drive back to Gatineau Airport (about 30 minute drive). During 
the drive my son and I had a good opportunity to dust off our French (I was bilingual growing up in 
Quebec but have gotten a bit rusty over the years)  with our Uber driver, who spoke no English.    

Of course I was somewhat apprehensive about the condition of our aircraft when we arrived back at 
the airport.   

When I checked in with the FBO they told me that prior to the storm they had run out, secured all 
my tie-downs, and added additional chocks and tie-downs to keep our Zenith secure.  Miraculously 
the storm appeared to only skirt Gatineau, with no hail at the airport.  We were very relieved and 
thankful for this!  The FBO was most helpful providing guidance about checking in with Ottawa ATC 
and requesting the “Ottawa River sightseeing route” to see the Parliament Buildings and Ottawa 
shoreline during our departure.   We were told to remain at about 2000 ft asl during that portion, 
and to avoid the restricted no fly zones associated with the Parliament buildings.  After a certain 
point Ottawa ATC released us on our way back to KW. 
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Parliament Buildings
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Overall, it was a great bonding time with my son, and a memorable flight adventure that we both 
cherish.   We are hoping to do another similar type of trip in the future, if we can make it happen… 
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Parliament Buildings

Got a bit distracted checking out Parliament (just 
outside edge of the restricted zone)  - be aware of 

this as you fly along the river…
Our departure route from Gatineau along the 
Ottawa River (while in touch with Ottawa ATC)
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Coming Next: 
Checking out the Fall Colours  

At Stanhope (CND4) ! 
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